72        UNDER FOUR ADMINISTRATIONS
in the way of every foreign school in the empire. Amc other things, in addition to the requirement that te books, curriculums, and teachers' certificates be si mitted for examination, all schools were to obtain irade or express sanction of the Sultan in order to fu: tion. Failing to receive that irade within six months fr< the date of the law embodying the new regulations, 1 authorities in the several provinces were commanded close such schools.
I communicated my discovery to those of my c leagues who were interested with me in this dispu Count de Montebello, French ambassador; Baron Bla Italian ambassador; and Sir William White, Brit ambassador. At the same time I submitted copies of 1 proposed regulations to the Reverend Doctor Isaac B and the Reverend Henry 0. Dwight, of the Ameri( Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions in West Turkey. They all viewed the matter as I did.
The following day I again called on the Grand Viz: informing him that I looked upon these regulations seriously infringing upon the rights of American citiz in Turkey, and pointing out my objections in det The three colleagues just referred to did the same behalf of their respective subjects who had mission other schools in the empire. We succeeded in impress the Grand Vizier with the force and validity of our obj tions, for he requested us to put them in writing i forward them to the Porte. With the aid of Drs. B and Dwight I prepared such a document, and I am g to be able to say that our protests came in time and -w sufficiently forceful to prove effective in preventing 1 new legislation.
As I had now been negotiating for several months ^ reference to the Syrian schools, I decided that the ir